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A 
SERMON 
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IN THE 


Pariſh Church of St. Nicholas Colr- Abby, 


BEING 


A New-DYears-Gift 
To the Society of Chriftians united 
there, to Worſhip'-God- in a more 


Solemn manner, after the way of 
the Church of 'England. 


—— 


By Robert Howſon Lecturer therez Rector of Stanfozd- 
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To the S rewards, ColleFors, and the reſt of 
the Members of the Sorrety of St. Nicholas 
Cole=Ably, in the City of London. 


wear Niends,' 


| HE enſuing Sermon came to the Pulpit | 
, # Hy your Deſire, and by the ſame it comes 

| from the Preſs, with no Variation, and 
but with very little Addition, 

Fine Cadencies of Speech, well chnched Periods, 
and barangues of Rhetorick,, were never my 
Talent; or if. they had, I mould have Napkin'd it 
in the Pulpit, that the. Faith of Chriſtians, 
ſhould not be thought to ſtand an Words of Mans - 
Wiſdom, but in the Power of God : For 
which purpoſe, that moſs excellent Prelate. and 
Goſpel Preacher, Arch=Biſbop Uſher, laid aſide 
all bis Learning, 1n Preaching the Goſpel, as 
appears by his plain and prattical Diſcourſes 
zet Extant, And (as I have heard) gave: it 
always mm charge to ſuch, on whom be laid Hands 
to Preach, to be ſure to remember the Al-- 

Az leys., 


_ The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
leys, by ſuiting their Sermons to the' 
Capacities of their Hearers. A courſe that 
for Thirty Tears paſt, I have always found moſt 
conducing to the great eng of Preaching, viz. 
Turning Men from Darkneſs to Light, 
_ and from Satan's Power £0. God. And 
therefore ſball continue in it, tall Tam convinc'd 
that plain Preachers,” and plain Hearers, ſball 
be-as much decered in'ontber World as they are 
in this. ARS Of 1944 my. 

Gentlemen, this Reſpe# your Lines 
art 'faln 11 a pleaſant place, you have a goodly 
Heritage, even the Bleſſing af. a learned, pious, 
praFiral, ant ſavory Miniſtry: May it be 
therefore a Savour Of Life unto Life, unto 
every oneof yon, and not of Death unto 
Death unto any, (for tt w7ll certainly be one 
pr the'other) 15, and ever ſhall be, the Prayer of 


; Your AﬀeRionate' Friend, 
\ .. And Faithful Servanc 
Tn the Greateſt Work, 


- 'RoBtzrT HowsSON. 
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To the Stewards, Coll:fors, and the reſt of 
the Members of the Sortety of St. Nicholas 
Cole=Abby, in the City of London, 


Dear Niiends, 


HE enſuing Sermon came to the Pulpit 
. by your Defire, and by the ſame it comes 

from the Preſs, with no Variation, and 
but with very little Addition, 

Fine Cadencies of Speech, well clinched Periods, 
and barangues of Rhetorick,, were never my 
Talent; or if they bad, I would bave Napkin'd it 
zn the Pulpit, that the Faith of Chriſtians, 
{bould not be thought to ſtand-an Words of Mans. 
Wiſdom, but-in the Power of God : For 
which purpoſe, that moſs excellent Prelate and 
Goſpel Preacher, Arch=Biſbop Uſher, laid afide 
all bis Learnjng, #n-Preaching the Goſpel, as 
appears by his plain and praftical Diſcourſes 
yet Extant. ' And ( as I have heard) pave. it 
always m charge to ſuch, on nhom he laid Hands 
?o Preach, to be ſure to remember the Al-- 
A 2 . leys, - 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. __ 
leys, by ſuiting their Sermons to the' 
Capacities of their Hearers. A courſe that 
for Thirty Tears paſt, I have always found moſt 
conducing to the great end of Preaching, viz. 
Turning Men from Darkneſs to Light, 
and from Satan's Power to. God. - And 
therefore ſball continue in it, till T am convinc'd 
that plain Preachers, and plain Hearers, [ball 
be as much decried in another World as they are 
in this. Re 
Gentlemen, 7» this Reſpe#- your | Lines 
are faln in a pleaſant place, you have a goodly 
Heritage, even the Bleſſing of. a earned, pious, 
prattical, and ſavory Miniſtry: May it be 
therefore a Savour of Life unto Life, unto 
every one of you, and not of Death unto 
Death unto any, (for-:t will certainly be one 
or the other) 15, and ever ſhall be, the Prayer of 


Your AﬀeRionate'Friend,: 
And Faithful Servant | 
Ia the Greateſt Work, 


 Rovert Hows0ON. 


[1] 


John XIII. Ver.#34. 


A New Commandment I give unto you, That 
you Love one another. 


Here is nothing that doth more 
conduce to the Good of Mankind, 
in general, than being good to, 

and doing good one for another, in par- 
ticular. 

This engages the AﬀeCtions, and ex- 
Cites the Endeavours of all: This mono- 
polizeth all the Strength and Powers of 
Men, not only for one another, but alſo 
for the publick Communities and Societies 
of which they are Memders. 

This anſwers the End of mens Being in 
this lower World, and glorifies that Eter= 
nal Goodneſs, that is their Being in this 
Life, and will for ever be their Blefledneſs 
11 another, 

B On 


[2] 

On the contrary, There is nothing 
doth more directly tend to deſtroy the 
Souls and Bodies, the Liberties and Pro- 
perties of Men, in particular, and the 
Good of publick Societies, in general, 
than Selfiſhnefs, Pride, and Covetouſ- 
neſs: This ham-ſtrings all juſt Powers, 
weakens Authority, cuts all the Liga- 
ments of the Body Politick, makes every 
part looſe and independent one upon 
another, like Bones wier'd in an Anato- 
my: And therefore, our Blefled Saviour 
fore-ſeeing how neceſlary this would be 
in all the Churches of God, to the End 
of the World, injoins this great Catho- 
lick and Chriſtian Duty, To Love one ano= 
ther ; which He calls, 4 New Commandment : 
that is, the Old Commandment that 
God gave by Moles, ( Lev:t. x9. 18, ) re- 
newed under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, 
for which he propoſeth himſelf as an 
excellent Pattern, ſaying, As I have Loves 
you, | 


In 


L 3 | 
In ſpeaking to which, I ſhail ſhew, 


JT. What 'tis to Love anther, 

IT. What are the good Effeits of Loving 
one another, in the Hearts and Sins of 
good Men. 

IIE. How 1t makes Men eaſie in and to 
themſelves, to the Government, and Com= 
munion they are Members of in this 
World. And, 

IV. How 7t fits them for the Communion 


and Bleſſed Society of the glorified Saints 
in Heaven, 


By Loving one another, underſtand 


that Brotherly. Love that the Apoltle 


commends, Heb. 13. 1, which is {uch a 


Love as Brothers have, or ought to 
have, one towards another in Nature, 


who have the ſame Father, and the 
{ſame Mother, from whom they derive 
their Natural Lives. | 

Brethren, we have all the ſame Father, 
which is God; and the fame Motber, 
B 2 which 


[ 4 ] 


which is our Church; and from them we 
derive our vital Principle of Spiritual 
Life: And therefore, as they that are 
Born after the Fleſh, do love one another 
in a Natural manner; ſo we that are 
Born after the Spirit, ſhould love one 
another in a OSpiritual manner : For 
Spirits have their Spiritual Actings and 
Motions one towards another, as well 
as Bodies. 

Where the Appearance is of God's 
Holineſsin the Hearts and Lives of good 
Men, it draws out a Spiritual Love to,and 
delight in them, one towards another. 
O my Soul, thou haſt ſaid unto the Lord, Thou 
art my-Lord: my Goodneſs extendeth not unto 
thee; But to the Saints, and to the Excellent 
that are in the Earth, in whom 1s all my 
achpght, Ptal. 16.2, 3. 

And as the appearance of Good- 
neſs, in good Men, draws them one to 
another in holy Delight and Love; fo 


| rhe Light of the Glory of God, in the 


Face of Jeſus, draws them all to Chriſt: 
Becauſe 


—— — 


5 

Becauſe of the favour of thy good Orntments, 
thy Name 15 poured forth: therefore do the 
Virgins love thee: Cant. 1.3. Draw me, and 
me will run after thee, Therefore, faith 
our Blefled Saviour, No Man can come 
unto me, except the Father draw him, and the 
Father draws (and never drives) /y the 
Cords of a Man, by the Bands of Love, Hoſea 
11.4. diſplaying the Riches of Goſpel- 
Grace, 2/3. the heigth, and depth, the 
length, and breadth, of the Love of 
God in Chriſt: Love in all dimenſions, 
and all dimenſions in their Abſtract ; 
lo that as many as look unto Jeſus, till 
they love Him, and love' Him ſo as to 
obey Him, purely from a Principle of 
Divine Love implanted in them, by the 
Miniſtration of the Goſpel, {hall be 
daved by Him, 

Now,” as natural Motion 1s a ſure 
lign of natural Life, fo theſe ſpiritual 
Motions of Holy Souls, to defire after 
and delight in good Men as ſuch, are 
infallible ſymptoms of Spiritual Life : For 


ty 


[5] 

by this me know that we are paſſed from Death to 
Life, becauſe we love the Brethren, Joh. 1.3, 4. 
In which words, by (:be Brethren) Thumbly 
conceive ſuch, and all ſuch, and none but 
{uch, as have received the Faith of the 
Goſpel, and did publickly profeſs, and 
piouſly ptactiſe it, according as they 
had received from the Apoſtles, bow they 
ought to walk and to pleaſe God; and fo 
were Diſciples of the Crucihed Jeſus, 
abſtractedly conſidered, without any 
-relation to their being of Paul, or 
Apollo, or Cephas, according: as ſome did 
molt uncharitably and factiouſly diſcri- 
minate themſelves, 1 Cor. 3. 4. which 
Love to the-Brethren, as ſuchwas then, is 
now, and-for ever will be an infallible 
ſign of paſſing from Death to Life. 
Now, may the God of Life and Love, 
which brought again our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt from the Dead, ( out of his 
boundleſs Love to his Church) perſwade 
us all in this divided Age, to be like- 
minded one towards another, and to- 

_ wards 


' 
LF] 

wards all that fear God, and work 
Righteouſneſs, of what Opinion ſoever 
we are, in lefler Points of Chriſtianity : 
But while one judgeth, another deſpi- 
eth; while one faith and {waggereth, I am 
of Apollo, another Iam of Paul, another 
I am of Cephas, we are all carnal, and 
talk and walk as Men; For the Kingdom of 
God 15 not in theſe things, but in Righteouſneſs, 
and Peace, and oy in the Holy Ghoſt, Ro. 14. 17. 
And the ſame Apoſtle tells us, as plainly as 
words can ſpeak, That Circumciſion is nothing, 
nor Uncircumciſion, but a new Creature: And 
that as many as walk according to that 
Rule, 2:7. that do not make Chriſtianity 
to be in one or the other, but in the 


Change and turn of the whole man to 


God, which (as that Holy Man of God, 
Arch-Biſhop ©/b:r, hath long fince told 
us) 1s the new Creature: Peace {hall be to 
them, even that Peace (which our 
Church teacheth us to pray for in one 
of her excellent Collects) which the 
World cannot give, even :he Peace of God, 
m21ch paſſeth all Underſtanding, More. 


[8] 

Moreover, this vital Principle of 
Spiritual life and love, is that only, 
that makes us Chriſtians indeed; For 
if any Man bath not the Spirit of Chriſt, he 
1s none of his, Ro. 8.9. 

This-doth not only incline the Soul to 
God, and to good Men, who bear the 
Reflexions of his Holy Nature, but like- 
wiſe to the ſincere Obedience of his 
Will and Law; invigorating all the 
Powers-and Faculties of their Minds, in 
all their Operations and Motions; in- 
lightning their Underſtandings, by 
turning them from Darkneſs to Light, and from 
Satans Power to God; delightfully incli- 
ning their Wills ro Goodneſs; turning 
their natural enmity into love; fulfilling 
that Prophetical Goſpel-Promiſe, To make 
his People a willing People in the Day of his 
Power, Pfal. 119.3. and according as our 
Saviour in his moſt Heavenly form hath 
taughtus to Pray, Thy mill be done in Earth, 
as 1t 1s in Heaven, even with that Readi- 


neſs and Alacrity, that Delight and 
Com- 


[9] 


Complacency, that the Angels and glo- 
rifiled Saints do it with in Heaven, and 
as He did it when he was in the World, 
Whoſe Meat and Drink it was to dy the Will of 
him that ſent him. 

This divine Principle brings the Soul 
intoa divine frame, and Goſpel Temper, 
making it to be in ſome good meaſure 
of that Heavenly Spirit that our Blefled 
Redeemer was of when he was upon 
Earth. And therefore he tells his Diſci- 
ples, Te are not of the World, but I have taken 
you out of the- World: If you were of the World, 
the World mould love its own; but becauſe you 
are not of the World, therefore the World bateth 
you, Joh. 15. 19. Ye are not of the Tem- 
per and Spirit of the World : The firſt 
Man is of the Earth, earthy, and ſpeaketh 
of the Earth ; bur the ſecond Man is the 
Lord from Heaven, heavenly, and as is 
the Heavenly, ſuch are they alſo thatare 
Heavenly; their Converſations are in 
Heaven, and their Hearts are where their 


| Treaſures are; they look and live above. 
C In- 


[ 10 ] 
Invifibles are to them the greateſt Rea- 
lities; they antedate the Joys of Heaven: 
Faith is (to them) the Subſtance of things hoped 
for, the Evidence. of things not ſeen, Heb. 11. 1. 
They perſevere, as having # reſpe# to the 
recompence of the Reward, and as ſeeing him that 
7s Inviſeble, whom having not ſeen ( as He Apo- 


{tle ſays) with therr bodily eyes, yet believing 
on him, are filled with Joy unſpeakable and full 
of Glory. | 

This makes Men eaſy to themſelves, 
in bringing forth the fruits of the Spirit, 


which are Mzekneſs and Temperance, Love, 
and 7oy, and Peace, Long Suffering, Gentleneſs, 
Goodneſs, and Faith; againſt ſuch there is no 
Law, Gal. 5. 22. having by the power of 
the divine Spirit overcome the cor- 
ruptions of their Nature, which made 
them mighty uneahe to themſelves; but 
now, where the Spirit of divine Life and 
Love dwells, there are theſe divine and 
bleſſed Fruits, which make Men eaſy in, 
and to themſelves, by giving them the 


Victory over all their turbulent _ 
1 I, » 


m— 


TE ET 
diſquieting Paſſions, ſetting up the Intel= 
. letual & Rational power in its due place, 
reducing the Man to himſelf, and unto God, 
which is a mighty point when obtauicd. 


Fortior eſt gut ſe, quam qui tutiſſima vincit 
Ema.—— 


which, to Tranſlate. the Poet by the Pro- 
phet, is, He that overcometh bis own Spirit, is 
as he that taketh a City. 

So much have our Corruptions and 
Paſſhons got the aſcendant of our Reaſons, 
in this our lapſed State, that the Prophet 
calls ſuch the Beaſt of the People: And 'tis 
not improbable that they were ſuch B-aſts 
with whom St. Paul fought at Fpbeſus, 
1 Cor. 15. which he in another place, 
calls unreaſonable Men. 

Finally, Brethren, pray for us, that we may 
be delivered from unreaſonable and wicked Men, 
2 Theſ: 3..1, 2. where unreaſonable and 
wicked Men are put together, becauſe 
all Wickedneſs is unreaſonable, 'tis the 


very extremity of Madneſs and Folly. 
C 2 And 


[1m]. 

And this doth not only make Men 
ealy to themſelves, but to all others: ' 
How eaiily "are ſuch Men Govern'd by 
the Laws of Civil Government, (which 
are all grounded upon Reaſon) who 
make their own Reaſon to govern them- 
ſelves? To them (as the Apoſtle calls 
the moral Law) the Law may be as a 
School-maſter to inſtru&t, and now and 
then to correct ſome miſtakes that muſt 
be allowed for the Frailty of human 
Nature, but it can never be a Judge to 
Condemn them; for, as where there is 
no Law, there is no Tranſgreſhon; fo 
where there is no Tranſgreſſion, there 
can be no Puniſhment : 'There is there- 
fore, ſaith St. Paul, No Condemnation to them 
that are in"Chriſt, Jeſus, who walk not after the 
fleſh, but after the Sparit;- for the Law. of the 
Spirit of Life in. Chriſt Jeſus bath made me 
free from the Law of Sin and Death. 

This Spirit of holy Life and Love, 
makes all good Men, fit for all humane 
Converſation in this World, a 


E is ] 


All the Commotions and Troubles, not 


'S only within our Selves, but within our 


Houſes, our Towns and Cities, our King- 
dom and our Church, proceed from our 
unſubdu'd Corruptions, our Pride and 
Covetouſneſs, our Revenge and Malice, 
and the like. From whence come Warrings 
and Fightings aming you? Come they not from 
bence, even from your Luſts, that War in your 
Members? For ye Luſt, and have not ; ye Kill, 
and defireto have, and cannot obtain, Jam.4.1,2. 
As much as if St. James had ſaid, By theſe 
rampant and reigning Luſts of yours, you make 
all the miſchief in the World, and when you have 
done all, you get nothing by it. 

And then, how fit theſe good Men 
are forall humane Societies and Govern- 
ment; who have, by the power of divine 
Grace, mortified theſe Luſts of their 
Members, which make all the Troubles 
and Confufions in the lower World, you 
may eaſily Judge: And therefore, let 
Brotherly love continue among us, (my 
Dear Friends) that we may be what we 
are 


[ 14 ] 
are all Born for, viz. a Blefling to our 
ſelves, and to the beſt of Governments 
we live under, and the beſt of Churches 
we are Members of, 

This is the very Spirit and Life of 
Chriſtian Religion, which as St. James 
faith, chap. 3. ver. 15. Is not earthly, ſenſual, 
and deviliſh, but the contrary, d:vine, bea- 
venly, and ſpiritual, coming from above: A 
Religion, or Wiſdomy which is all one, (for 
Religion is the higheſt Wiſdom) that 
hath infinite Love for its Author and End, 
that gives Spiritual- Laws to govern the 
Hearts and Spirits of Men. Mens Words 
and Actions fall under the Cognizance 
of human Laws, theſe are things, as 7ob 
ſaith, To be tryed by the Fudge ; but the 
thoughts, and imaginations of the Hearr, 
fall under the cognizance of the Spiritual 
Law of the God of Spirits, who will Fudge 
the ſecrets of all Men according to his Goſpel. 

A Religion that exalts and perfects 
Mans Nature, that gives - him true 


Underſtanding, Power and —_ 
an 


= 


[15 ] 
and that, as Sin hath ras'd out and 
defaced the Image of God, impreſt upon 
his Divinely created Soul, this reprints 
it there, and reſtores him again in ſome 
good meaſure to his pure & Paradifiacal 
State; According as bis divine Poner bath 
zen unto us all things that pertain unto Life 
and Godlineſs, through the knowledge of bim 
that hath called us to Glory and Vertue; whereby 
are given unto us exceeding great and precious 
Promiſes, that by theſe you might be partakers 
of the divine Nature, having eſcaped the Corrup= 
tron that 1s in the World through Luſt, 2.Pet. 
chap. 1. verl. 3, 4. 

This is the fulfilling of the whole Law, 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
Heart, aud mith all thy Soul, and mith all thy 
Might. This ts the firſt and great Commandment, 
and the ſecond 15 like unto 1t, Thou fbalt Love thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf. On theſe two Command= 
ments bang all the Law and the Prophets, 
Mat. 22. 37, 38, 39, 4o. Love worketh 
all Obedience to God, and ſincere Obe- 
dience is the greateſt demonſtration of 
QUT. 


[ 16 ] 
our Love to him: If you /ove me, keep my 
Commandments. | 
He that loveth God with all his Heart, 
will never own another God beſides 
him ; much leſs will he make to himſelf 
any graven Image, or the likeneſs of 
any thing that is in Heaven or Earth; - 
For, whereunto will you liken me ſaith the 
Lord? | | 
He that loveth God truly, will wor- 
A _ him in Truth and Spirit; for he is an 
| infinite, glorious, and incomprehenſible 
Spirit ; and therefore he.mll br perjoepes 
:n Spirit and Truth, Joh. 4. 24. All Worthip 
that' is not Spiritual, of what Mode- or | 
Scheme ſoever it is, is no more thanthe 
cuting off a Dog's Neck, or the offering of 
Smines Blood: nay, "though it be ſuch 
as God himſelf hath commanded, as to 
the matter of it: To what purpoſe 15 the 
multitude of your Sacrifices to me, ſaith the Lord: 
I am full of the Burnt Offerings of Rams, and the 
fat of fed Beaſts, and I delight not in the blood 
of Bullocks, or of Lambs, or of He=Goats, _- 
When 


[ 17 ] 


When jou come to appear before me, who hath 
required this at your band to tread my Conrts ? 
Bring no more vain Oblations, Incenſe 1s an 
abomination unto me, the New= Moons and Sab= 
baths, (though I have bid you remember 
to keep them Holy) are abomination to me, 
the calling of the Aſſemblies, I cannot away with, 
t 15 Intguity, even the ſolemn Meeting. The New 
Moons, and your appointed Feaſts, my Soul bateth ; 
(ſpeaking after the manner of Men:) hey 
are a Trouble to me, I am weary to bear them, 
Iſai. 1. 11, 12, 13, 14. 

He that worſhips God truly, thinks it 
highly reaſonable to give Him a Worſhip 
ſuitable to his own blefled Nature; not 

only as to the matter, but alſo as to the 

manner of his Worſhip: And therefore 
he ſtrives, and wraſtles; he fights, and 
runs; he is Fervent in Siprit, ſerving the Lord, 
Rom. 12. IT. 

He that loveth God truly, will never 
lightly uſe or Prophane his Great Name, 
neither any of his Divine Attribures, 
which are himſelf, nor his Word or 
Work <«. D He 


i 
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He that loveth God truly, will honour 
every thing that hath any relation to, 
or beareth any reflexion of his Holineſs, 
eſpecially his Holy Day, which becauſe 
of the extraordinary Holineſs that God 
hath impreſt upon it, is Prefac'd witha 
Remember ; Remember to keep Holy the Sabbath 
Day; not only in the external performance 
of external Worſhip, butin ſecret Prayer, 
Meditation, Self=Examination,. Holy 
Conferences, and Spiritual Anhelations, 
in which, the Souls of good Men have a 
moſt Heavenly Communionzand Fellow- 
ſhip with God the Father, and with his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt: That which we have ſcen 
and heard declare we unto you, that you alſo may 
have Fellowſhip with us : And truly gur Fellon- 
ſhip 1s with the Father, and mith his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt. The moral part of this Precept 
is, to keep one Day in ſeven in this Hea- 
venly Work; and where this is done, it 
kindles ſuch a facred fire upon the Altar 
of the Heart, that burns from Sabbath to 
Sabbath, which was lively typified by Lan 
ire 
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Fire upon the Altar, under the 7eni/b 
Oeconomy, and is always attended with 
all the Bleſſings of this Life : If thou tur: 
anay thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy 
Pleaſure on my Holy- Day, and call the Sabbath 
a Delight, the Holy of the Lord, Honourable, and 
ſalt honour bim, not doing thine own Ways, nor 
finding thine own Pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine own 
Words: Then ſbalt thow delight thy ſelf in the 
Lord, and I mill cauſe thee to r1de upon the high 
places of «the Earth, and feed thee with the 
Heritage=of Facob thy Father, Iſa. $8. 13, 14. 
The Glory of our Law, and of his Day 
too, Sir Matthen}Hales tells us, in his Me- 
ditations, © That when he had been 
*careful in the Work of this day, he 
*did obſerve that all his Bufineſs the 
*Week following did well fucceed ; but 
*when he had made a fault in this, he 
*{oon found it in that. 

He that loveth his Neighbour, cannot 
but love his Father and Mother,in the firſt 
place, and give unto all Men, eſpecially 
to the King, and all that be in Authority, 
D 2 chat 
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that Duty and Obedience, that is due 
to them in their ſeveral places and rela- 
tions ; giving Honour, to whom Honour ; Fear, 
to whom Fear 1s due. 

He that loveth his Neighbour as him- 
ſelf, can never have or harbour any Malice 
or Hatred in his heart againſt him; much 
leſs will he defile his Bed, or defraud 
him-.in his Eſtate, or go beyond him in 
any matter. ; 

And he that loveth God with all his 
Heart, and his Neighbour ashimfelf, doth 
g00d to himſelf too; for all Goodneſs 
and Vertue reflects it ſelf upon-him that 
bath it; like an Echo, bringing back 
the Voice to the-ear of him that ſpakeit. 
Every good Work that a good Mandoth 

ives him that inward Comfort of Mind 
that the World knows nothing» of, and 
{trangers do not meddle with; whereby 
he receives much more good than he 
does: In keeping of thy Commandments there 15 
great reward, Plal. 19.11. Were there no 
{ſuch thing as a Heaven, to reward good 
Men : 
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Men; or a Hell, to puniſh; bad, it were ſtill 
worth while to live well, and to do good, 
to have the preſent comfort of it in this 
World ; for, all the ways of Wiſdom ire Peace, 
and ber Paths are Pleaſantneſs, which all 
good Men do experience, better than 
they can expreſs it, No Man can tell, 
ſo wellashe can taſt, how ſweet Honey is; 
therefore, faith the Plalmiſt, Thy Command= 
ments are (weeter to me than the Honey, and the 
Honey Comb, Pfal. 19. 10. Come, taſt, and ſe: 
how good the Lord is: Truth leaves a 
Spiritnal guſt upon the Underſtanding, 
which doth mightily influence and in-- 
cline the Will toevery thing that is goat ; 
and as Truth is the Object of the one, 10 
Goodneſs is the Object of the other, borh 
which do moſt directly conduce to the 
Comfort and Happineſs of a rational 
Being in this World, as well as in that 
which is to Come. 

Hereby the Love of God is manifeſtec 
to, and perfected in this good Man. 
Whoſo keepeth mx Ward, in him 1s the Love of 

Go! 
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God perfefted ; that is, he ſurely loveth 
God, and is loved of God. Hereby 
we know that we are in God; For God 1s 
Love, and he that dnclleth in Love, dwelleth 
in God, and -God in him. Hereby we 
dwell in light: He that dwelleth in Love, 
awelleth in light, x Joh. 2.5, 10, He dwel- 
leth in the light of God's Favour; Andun 
his Favour ts Life, Pſal. 3o. And in another 
place 'tis ſaid, That brs Favour 1s better than 
Life, and infinitely better than all the Bleſiings 
of the lower World, There be many that ſay, 
Who will ſbew us any good? Lord, lift thou up the 
Light of thy Countenance upon us. Thou baſs 
put Gladneſs in my Heart, more than in the time 
when thetr Corn and their Wine increaſed, Plal. 
6,7. 
: This only fits the Soul for the heavenly 
Light: Epaphras declaring the Love of 
the Spirit which was in the Church of 
Coloſs, Col. 1. 7, 8. Bleſſed be God, ( faith 
St. Paul) who bath made us meet to be parta= 
kers of the inheritance of the Saints in Light, 


| . ver, 12, Where the Soul is joyned to the 
Church 
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Church of the firſt born, to an 's 11 -- 
rable company of Angels, to the ©0ny a) 
Aflembly of the Saints, to the Suuls of 
Juſt Men made perfect, and to Jcſus the 
Mediator: All which are joyning in 
their unceſlant and uninterrupted Songs 
of Praiſe, Singing Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah, to God, and to the Lamb that ſits 
upon the Throne, and are fll'd with all the 
fullneſs of God, and do for ever admire 
thoſe Treaſures of Light thatare beyond 
them, 

And as it fits the Soul for the Hea- 
venly World, ſo it fills it with Boweis 
of Love and Pity to our poor Brethren; 
for if this be not in us, the Love of God 
is not inus: If any Man ſay he loveth God, 
and hateth hrs Brother, be 1s a Lyar: For be 
that loveth not btis Brother, whom he bath ſeen, 
How can be love God, whom he bath not ſeen? And 
this Commandment have we from him, that be 
who loveth God, love brs Brother alſo, x Joh. 
4.21, 22. 


low 
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How kindly doth our Blefled Saviour 
take what is done to his poor Members, 
Matth. 25. 34. Come ye Bliſſed of my Father, in= 
herit the Kingdom prepared for you, from the 
Foundation f the World: For I nas Hungry, 
and you gave me Meat ; Iwas Thirſty, and you 
gave me Drink, &C. Then ſhall the Righteous ſay, 
Lord, when ſaw we thee Hungry, and fed thee ; 
Thirſty, and gave thee Drink,&C. Thenihall the 
King fay unto them, Ferily IT ſay unto you, 
in as much as you have done it unto one of the leaſt 
of theſe my Brethren, you have done it unto me, 
And therefore, let me beſeech you, my 
Brethren, to give to Him in his Members, 
who gave Himſelf for you, not his Name 
only, nor his Body, but his Soul too, for 
that was made An Offering for Sin, Tfa.53.10. 
Which was the greateſt Gift that God 
could give, or the World could receive, 
and whois now Praying for you at the 
Right hand of his Father, to give you 
2 Crown, a Kingdom, and a weight ot 
Glory. 


And 
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And if we act like Men, — 
true Charity, ſuiting with the Spirit of 
Chriſtianity, our Hearts and Hands muſt 
be always open to our poor Brothers 
Neceſlities; our Souls muſt take pleaſure 
in doing Good, and being Kind: And if 
we are not able to redreſs their Grie- 
vances, or relieve their Wants, by our 
Wealth, or Intereſt, we muſt eaſe them 
by our Compaſſion, comfort them by 
Holy Advice and Example, and ſuccour 
them by our Prayers. 


Theſe are the Treaſures which good 
Men lay up in Heaven, Where neither 
Moths nor Ruſt doth Corrupt, nor Thieves 
break through, nor Steal; For this purpole, 
ſaith our Saviour, you have the Poor 
always with you, and whatſoever you 
will you may do unto them, and in ſo 

_ doing, you will well and truly obſerve 
thoſe Feaſts of Charity St. Jude ſpeaks. 


of, ver, 12. 
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Finally, Brethren, be all of one Mind, 
'baving Compaſſion one of another: Love as 
Brethren, be Pitiful, be Courteous, be of good 
Comfort, live in Peace; And the God of Love and 
Peace fball bemith you all, Amen. 


Advertiſement. 


Hereas there was lately Publiſhed an Erroneous 

Book, by one Zachary Houſell, who being 

Chriſtianly taken notice of, and preſented by the Grand 

Tury of Middleſex, as an Author of a moſt deteſtable 

DoEtrine: And whereas the Author of this Sermon hath 

been moſt malicioully reported by many, and may 
poſſibly be believed by ſome,:to be the lame. 

The Author hereof, to caſhier the ſaid malicious and 
ſcandalous Report, doth hereby declare, That he is not 
the ſame Man, neither did he ever believe any ſuch 
Do&rine as is therein maintained, nor any other, either 
different from, or contrary to, The Articles of the Church 
of England, as by Law Eſtabliſhed : Which ſaid Articles, 
the Author doth Weekly Explaia to his Soctety, to keep 
them ſteady in this giddy Age. 


